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Preserving Bees for

Our Future

Topics for this News Letter
Summer Inspection, Swarm control and
Splits, Varroa and Disease Inspection
Jobs to complete in April




Summer Inspection:-Chose a reasonably warm day to open the hives fully for the inspection. Lightly smoke
the colony and take off any propolis and burr comb seated on the tops of the frames. This will save time when the
colony gets much stronger in the coming weeks. Start from one of the outside frames and methodically inspect the
colony working across the brood box.

What to look for:- Look for any signs of early problems within the colony. Small patches of brood, mite
infestation, hive beetle, colony strength, any stores left, what, if any, pollen is coming in, eggs, larva, brood and the
health of them all. When capped, does the brood display any problems. (dimple holes in the top of the cell caps)
sunken cells; harden uncapped brood, or signs of wax moth? If these are found identify, treat or notify if required.
Ensure the colony has sufficient room to expand, consider swapping out “on rotation” old frames and placing on a
honey super if they need one.

Remember Record all the information you observe on your record card including treatment and
supplementary feeds if given. Close up the colony and leave until your next routine inspection. Don’t spend
ages searching for the queen; if there are eggs or brood present then so is the queen.

Above Left — Healthy bees covering sealed brood

Above Right — Chance encounter of the overwintered unmarked
queen from last year, healthy bees and a new frame of eggs, lava and
stores.

Swarm Control:- One of the main causes of swarming is the lack of space within the colony. Carefully monitor
what available space the queen has to lay in and what space the bees will require as the new brood hatches. With
nectar flows starting, especially OSR (Oil Seed Rape), the bees will need extra storage space and can quickly fill brood
cells with honey forcing the queen to slow in egg laying and production. This slowing is interpreted as a failing of the
qgueen right when the bees need extra brood to expand. Swarm cells are prepared and the queen chaperoned into
laying in them. The bee keeper has inadvertently triggered the swarming pattern within their own colony.

To avoid this | always rotate old frames for new and allow the bees an extra super on top. Bees will naturally store
nectar around or on top of brood so will fill the honey super or supers quite quickly. Never be frightened of putting
another super on if needed. If you find capped queen cells, opt for colony splits. Select the best 2 or 3 cells preferably
on separate frames and destroy every other cell. Establish these frames in Nuc boxes, adding extra bees from other
colonies to prevent or reduce swarming in those. Give foundation to replace the frames removed from the existing
hive and feed. In the Nucs, use a dummy board to close down the colony to just 2 frames, ensure they have stores
and if not feed them, reduce the entrance size and walk away. | try to select a queen cell on capped brood as this will
supplement the workforce when hatched. Inspect in 21 days for a new queen and signs of laying etc.

Benefits:- Controlling swarming is an integral part of bee keeping, it allows the beekeeper to produce replacement
qgueens, start new colonies or replace those colonies lost during winter and expand the number of hives if required.
And all this at no cost. When, and if required, the original colony can be reunited with frames and bees when ready.
Drawbacks:- Can disrupt an early honey flow if chasing a single crop like OSR.
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